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10, 1948, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations meeting that 
year in Paris, adopted and proclaimed the 
historic Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights : 

“as a common standard of achievement for 
all peoples and all nations, to the end that 
every individual and organ of socicty, keep- 
ing this Declaration constantly in mind, shall 
strive by teaching and education to promote 
respect for these rights and freedoms and by 
progressive measures, national and _inter- 
national, to secure their universal and 
effective recognition and observance, both 
among the peoples of Member States them- 
selves and among the peoples of territories 
under their jurisdiction.” 

To celebrate it, the General Assembly in 
1950 asked that in future years December 10 be 
set aside as Human Rights Day by governments 
and interested organisations, and that reports 
on these celebrations be made to the Secretary- 
General by governments. 

This prize-winning United Nations stamp will 
be issued today to commemorate the sixth 
anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration. 
The design is by a New Zealand artist, Leonard 
Mitchell. 


Plans for World 
Referendum 


PLANS for a world referendum, originated 
by the Jamaica United Nations Associa- 
lion in 1951 are receiving support from many 
countrics. 
Pilot polls on the referendum plan are being 
organised in Britain, France and the USA. 
The questions which are to be put to the 
public are: 
1. Should the people of the world be 
directly consulted by referendum on major 
world issues? 


2. Should the people directly elect repre- 
sentatives to a World Assembly? 

3. Do you think all nations should be 
admitted to the United Nations? 

4. Should all nations submit to the supra- 
national control necessary to abolish atomic 
and hydrogen weapons and_ guarantee 
general disarmament? 

5. Should a world development authority 
be established to increase the production 
and the international distribution of food 
to meet human needs? 


The result will! be presented to the Sec- 
retariat of the United Nations, and to all 
national governments. 

“This” says Matt Shermer, former Chair- 
man of Jamaican UNA committee, “ will serve 
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S HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 


RUSSIA. 


same work done. 


want peace. 


and is enshrined in 


tion. It is that which bedevils the country, just 


as it stalks through our land. 

“But I still believe that the first country 
which unilaterally forsakes all preparations 
for war and dispenses with every soldier will! 
lead the world out of the dark wood of its 
fear. And I pray that the country to which 
I belong and in which are glorious liberties— 
as yet unattained by any Russian—will lead 
the way. , 
“It is because I have seen, as an English- 


WRONGS OF RUSSIA 


No open-air meeting— but new conviction 


Peace News Reporter 


“One thing is certain: at the sheer utilitarian level, a third 
world war would be hell-on-earth for all of us. But I believe the 
Russian people would survive ; I doubt whether we should. They 


“We must retain a true impartiality ; it is neither a tyranny 
nor an earthly paradise. 

“TI believe this congregation could take upon itself a new 
intellectual humility and fling out our prejudices. 

“We will not proceed upon the assumption that we know 
that the Russians are either good or bad, but we will seek that 
way of our blessed Lord: ‘ Whatsoever things are lovely and of 
good report, think on these things.” 

“For the peace of the world Ict us cleanse our minds of 
cant, humbug, prejudice and suspicion, and show the goodwill 
of those who seck the truth. Already totalitarianism has gone 
out of commission. The thickness of the velvet glove is much 
more pronounced. People are demanding more of a voice in 
their affairs. It is the will of Jesus that we should begin by 
believing that the Russians are children of God and that the 
truth can make us all free. 

“Out of this atheistic Communism will rise a religion—that 
in which we are engaged this night—and those who now do the 
work but deny the authority of the Father will find, after all, that 
the Father will be required to tell His sons where to go and how 
to gather the grapes. 

“Like every other country, Russia is hag-ridden with fear. It 
is a fear that is rooted in the violence of modem Party politics, 


the whole miserable business of war prepara- 


man, something of that citizenship of the 
world which oversteps all racial prejudice. I 
believe that the final word still rests with the 
Prince of Peace. 

“For love of a common humanity, for the 
sake of those millions of Russians, for the sake 
of God’s children everywhere, take upon your- 
selves a new consecration of peaceful be- 
haviour and thought; thus you will succour 
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EMRYS HUGHES: THE REBELS 
AND THE LABOUR PARTY 


Advice to the 


MAY | express, first of all, my very 
warmest thanks to those readers of 
Peace News who have so kindly written 
expressing their agreement with the rebel 
MPs who voted against German Rearma- 
ment, and as a result, have been excluded 
from the Parliamentary Labour Group, 
though not, it should be noted from 
membership of the Labour Party. 


“The compensation for injustice,” wrote 
George Meredith, “is that in the dark ordeal 
we gather the worthiest around us.” 


I know that the number of avowed pacifists 
in the country is comparatively small although 
the number of potential pacifists is large, 
and not the least satisfaction to the rebels in 
their present stand is the knowledge of en- 
couragement that has come from remote and 
isolated places, from the Quaker in Yorkshire, 
or the member of the FoR in North Wales, 
or the old CO in Cornwall, who have felt a 
deep thrill of gratitude that their faith has 
been expressed in the House of Commons after 


Il. 
7 A Pacifist Purge ? 


Some pacifists have written declaring that 
they are going to resign from the Labour 
A wa Let me strongly urge them not to do 
that. 


If the Labour Party declares war on the 
pacifists and decides to expel us then of course 
there will inevitably be resignations and 
expulsions in many parts of the country. 


Nothing would injure the Labour Party 
in the country more than to expel pacifists 
in all the local Labour Parties. There would 
be deep resentment among all the rank and 
file, for the pacifists are the best and most 
loyal workers. The expulsion of only one or 
two pacifists from a large number of Labour 


rank and file 


Parties would create a difficult situation 

especially before a General Election. 

Indeed a purge of pacifists before a General 
Election is something that no_ responsible 
leadership would dream of. 


For there is such a thing as non-violent 
resistance even in politics and the Labour 
Party, and the throwing out of pacifists, just 
because they are opposed to German rearma- 
ment, could do far more damage to the 
prestige of the Labour Party, as a party of 
progress and enlightenment, than any good it 
would do the Labour Party leadership. 


Stay in 


So my advice to pacifists who are Labour 
Party members is to stay firm in the Party. 
Indeed I would urge them to be more active 
in the Labour Party than ever. Go to the 
Party meetings, write to your MPs, interview 
them, question them on every possible occasion 
as to how they vote both in Parliament and at 
Party meetings. 

If you are a rank and file member of the 
Party you have a right to explanations; you 
have a right to know. 

But don’t do it in any spirit of vindictive- 
ness or intolerance. Remember many of the 
Labour MPs are with us but could not bring 
themselves to vote with us in this division. 
Remember, too, that the Parliamentary 
machine is very powerful and brought con- 
siderable pressure on them. Remember, too, 
that many are torn between loyalty to majority 
rule and conscience. 

None of the rebels want to take up a 
“holier than thou” attitude towards our com- 
rades. That is not the spirit of Socialism or 
pacifism. 


But we must stand firm in what we think 
and feel is the right attitude in this con- 
troversy. 
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DR. DONALD SOPER, PAST PRESIDENT OF THE METHODIST CON- 
FERENCE, FACED A GREAT CONGREGATION AT HIS FIRST EVENING 
SERVICE FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM A FORTNIGHT’S TRIP TO 


He preached on the parable of the two sons and posed the famous question of 
Jesus: “ which of the two did the will of his father?” 
“There is no doubt,” said Dr. Soper, “that Russia 


today is like the son who said ‘1 will not take your orders, 
I will not work in your vineyard,” but he does.” 


Referring to the social work of the West London Mission, 
Dr. Soper said: “I have seen (in Russia) on a vast scale that 
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THE PARABLE OF THE TWO 
SONS 


A CERTAIN man had two sons; and he 
came to the first, and said, Son, go work 
today in my vineyard. 
He answered and said, 1 will not: but after- 
wards he repented, and went. 


And he came to the second, and said likewise. 
And he answered and said, I go, sir: and 
went not. 

Whether of them twain did the will of his 
father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus 
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That 
the publicans and the harlots go into the 
Kingdom of God before you. 


For John came unto you in the way of 
righteousness, and ye believed him not: but 
the publicans and the harlots believed him: 
and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not 
afterward, that ye might believe him. 

Matthew, XXI, 28-32. 
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- WE LIKE 
IKE — 


for saying this 


G PEAKING to a Press conference last week, 

_President Eisenhower said that in the face 
of incidents like the decision of the Chinese 
Government to imprison 13 American airmen, 
the easy way would be to give way to emo- 
tions which could lead to war. 


He spoke of the exhilaration of a war 
atmosphere, then added: 


“ The great Lee said: ‘it is well that war is 
so horrible, if it were not so, we would grow 
too fond of it.’ 


“Because in the intellectual and spiritual 
contest of matching wits and getting along to 
sce if you can win, there comes about some- 
thing, and an attitude is created—to which I 
am not totally unfamiliar. 


A sobering experience 


“But ladies and gentlemen, I have also had 
the job of writing letters of condolence by the 
hundreds, by the thousands, to bereaved 
mothers and to bereaved wives and others who 
have lost dear ones on the battlefield. 


“Now that is a sobering experience, and it 
means that if we are going ever to take such 
a fateful decision as leads us one step toward 
war, let us, by no means, do it in response to 
our human emotions of anger and resentment. 
But let's do it after we have prayerfully con- 
sidered it and found, as Wilson expressed it: 
‘no other means of protecting our rights.’ 


“Let us recognise that we owe it to our- 
selves and to the world to explore every pos- 
sible peaceable means of settling differences 
before we even think of such a thing as war. 


“And the hard way is to have the courage 
to be patient, tirelessly to seek out every single 
avenue open to us in the hope even, finally, 
of leading the other side to a little better 
understanding of the honesty of our intentions, 
And there is no question, they honestly, in 
certain instances, do question our intentions. 
They do not believe always, or at least univers- 
ally, that we are peaceably inclined. 


“We have got a job yet of our own to do, 
as well as to demand action from others.” 


(See also Behind the News—page 2.) 


Soper, Bevan, Silverman 
Greenwood — next week 


In next week’s Peace News: Full report of 
the H-bomb meeting—Donald Soper, Aneurin 
Bevan, Sydney Silverman and Anthony Green- 
wood. 


Three Medical Officers of Health warn on 
the effects of modern war. 


Christmas Number Next Week 


Special articles, stories, Mays 
cartoon and “ Owlglass.” 


pictures, 
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THE PROBLEM OF MONTY 


E are interested to observe that Mr. Wilson, United 
States Defence Secretary, has ventured a few mild 
words of deprecation of some of Field-Marshali Viscount 
Montgomery's pronouncements in the course of his visit to 


America. 

He remarked that Lord Montgomery was a brave man to 
enter another country and give advice and he questioned the pro- 
pricty of so doing. He added that neither he nor Admiral 
Radford, who is Chairman of the United States Joint Chiefs of 
Staff would venture to do the same thing on the other side of the 
Atlantic, 

What it seems to us that Mr. Wilson overlooks is that Lord 
Montgomery would hardly accept that parallel. He does not 
regard himself as giving advice in “another country.” He is 
Deputy Supreme Allied Commander in Europe and as such he 
regards himself as called upon to make pronouncements on matters 
of military efficiency. 

It was in this capacity that he felt entitled to express the view 
that the present organisation for air command was “ unworthy of 
a group of nations who claim to have some knowledge of war” 
and to claim that the West was sacrificing flexibility by basing 
the air command organisation on the requirements of “ direct 
support” of the land forces “ whereas it should be based on the 
organisation necessary to gain the greatest measure of control in 


the air.” 
* * 


Pronouncements of this kind seem to us to come within 
Viscount Montgomery’s function. What seems to us to be par- 
ticularly disturbing is that he is able to interpret the supra-national 
character of his office as giving him freedom to make political 
pronouncements that may come to be held to be authorised by 
this office. 

At a meeting of the English Speaking Union and the Foreign 
Policy Association, for instance, he was advocating a global 
organisation to direct political as well as military strategy under 
US leadership ; and he went on to give his views on the character 
and limits of “ peaceful co-existence.” 

Now Lord Montgomery is entitled as a citizen to have his 
own views on political matters, but they acquire no special value 
from his office as Deputy Supreme Allied Commander. As his 
appointment puts him in a supra-national position he evidently 
feels free to make such pronouncements without reference to any 
national government. It would nevertheless be as well if steps 
were taken to dissociate British Government opinion from the 
views expressed by Lord Montgomery and to deprecate his 
proclivity for making such pronouncements. 

In theory the soldier in command is to have his policy 
directed by those charged with the conduct of political affairs and 
not the other way round. There have always been considerable 
flaws in the theory, but with the supercession of national by 
international military commands the theory is in danger of 
wearing very thin indeed. 

And the danger is a real one. The leading soldier, generally 
speaking, has no particular capacity for politics. From his very 
vocation he is likely to be of the insensitive, barbarian, egomanic 
type oustandingly represented by MacArthur. Montgomery has 
much in common with MacArthur and some political vigilance 
will be necessary if he is to be stopped from developing on the 
same lines. 

Beyond the personal issue, however, is the supremely 
important one of the development of power in a global sense. 
This presents some exceedingly grave and difficult problems. They 
are not problems that should be solved under military direction. 


| 
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FUXCITEMENT, according to press reports 

here, has been aroused Gepeeya ly in 
Labour Party circles) in England by Winston 
Churchill’s “revelation” that in the closing 
days of the war he told Field-Marshal Mont- 
gomery to be careful in collecting German 
arms and to stack them “so that they could 
easily be issued to the German soldiers whom 
we should have to work with if the Soviet 
advance continued.” 


unlikely that it is a slip. All the evidence—at 
least from where we sit—is that he is still a 
very astute politician. 

Sir Winston was for a considerable period 
marked (by many in all parties) as the man 
who sought high level conferences with the 
Kremlin and was following this “ peaceful” 
approach in spite of the fact that “the Ameri- 
cans don’t like it.” In so far as the spceches 
of politicians affect politics, the effect of the 
Jast speech—as I gather the Bevanites are 
loudly proclaiming—is to irritate the Russians 
and placate the Americans. The Churchill of 
the Fulton, Missouri speech warning against 
Stalin’s designs comes on the stage again. 

It scems to me that what is important for 
all of us, and especially Labour Party people, 
to realise is that, in the first place, this swing- 
ing back and forth is always happening in the 
world of power politics and secondly, that so 
long as the present power set-up remains sub- 
stantially what it is, Great Britain will always 
end up in close alliance with the US. Since 
now the US is by far the mightier partner of 
the two, it will be the dominant one. 

If the Bevanites, for example, want to put 
an end to this, the way to do it is to take 
Britain out of the power struggle. 

Is this the first time the critics of Churchill 
had any idea that the Western powers thought 
they might be involved in trouble with the 
Soviet armies as the two vast hordes—Western 
and Soviet—swept on, crushing German 
resistance between them? 

Does history offer any evidence at all that 
war-time coalitions are bound together by 
profound, unselfish friendship and that this 
friendship becomes the basis on which per- 
manent and perfect peace is built? 

Is it not always the case that in such situa- 
tions the power struggle goes on within the 
coalition as well as between it and the enemy? 
What forces are to occupy the vacuum created 
by the defeat of the enemy, especially in a 
war of “unconditional surrender” as World 
War IE was, immediately becomes the issue of 
policy for the victors. 


All 


Japan. 


addressing 
he said: 


nesses.” 


= 
5 


a 


Letter from U.S.A. by A. J. Muste 


Obviously, 
indicates that he did not fully trust Stalin. 
Stalin gave plenty of evidence in what was 
done in what are now the satellite countries, 
that he did not trust Churchill. 
me sentimentalism for 
speeches—presumably to try to win votes in 
the next election, as is reported here—about 
Churchill being willing to have Germans who 
had been fighting under the Nazis fight against 


One is, of course, intrigued by the question Communists. Churchill would have (and it 
why Sir Winston should choose this particular seems safe to say that the Labour Party rep- 
moment to bring the matter up. It is most resentatives in the coalition Cabinet would 


have supported him) if the Soviets had not 
been willing to pause at the Oder-Neisse line. 
The Communists perpetrated the same kind of 
manoeuvre and switch in the Hitler-Stalin pact 
situation. This kind of thing is the essence of 
power conflict and war. 
nationality, want to see the world rid of it, 
we must turn our backs on war itself. 


the 
Britishers and such, is written in full awareness 
of the enormity of the US alliance with Franco 
and assorted Latin American dictators and the 
American pressure to rearm Germany and 


A couple of weeks ago in a comment on the 
US. elections, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, of one of our “ Little 
McCarthies,” Charles Kersten. 
trip in connection with a series of observances 
of the Fortieth Anniversary of the founding 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, I learned 
about the circumstances 
another “little McCarthy,” Congressman Kit 
Clardy of Lansing, Michigan. 

It was gratifying to learn that probably the 
decisive factor in this defeat was an article 
which appeared in The Michigan Advocate 
(a Methodist organ) and which dealt with the 
issue of civil liberty and related matters from 
the standpoint of Christian ethics. This article 
under the signature of a number of Lansing 
citizens, several of them members of the local 
Fellowship of Reconciliation group, was dis- 
tributed by the thousands on the eve of the 
election and is credited with having had a 
powerful effect. 

Speaking of McCarthy himself, 
words are issuing from his lips these days. In 


“T admit that at times I have been 
extremely blunt in expressing my opinions. I 
do not claim to be a master of words!” Having 
made this near-fatal confession he added: 
“Like my colleagues, I am not without weak- 
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After ratification 


q.ROM the broad hints dropped by 
“-  Mendes-France and others, it seems 
likely, that the Western powers will be 
prepared to have a conference with the 
Russians on European security, after the 
ratification of the Nine-Power Agree- 
ments, 


It many indeed be that they intend 
to hold the threat of German rearma- 
ment as a pistol to the Russian’s head. 
It would be a loaded pistol too, after the 
Agreements were ratified. 


This does not mean, however, that it 
will necessarily go off. 


Much has been made about the 
Russian response to the Nine-Power 
Agreements—the conference on Euro- 
pean Security. There has been a threat 
of counter-rearmament by Molotov. The 
British Foreign Office is contemptuous 
of this. Why? 

Their argument is that Eastern 
Europe is a military entity already, and 
Eastern rearmament would do no more 
than change the labels for the existing 
military institutions and pacts. 

Nevertheless, the East European- 
Russian alliance is not as solid or as 
formidable as Nato. There is plenty of 
room for further fortification. 

Might it be that the Western Powers 
realise the shaky hold which Russia now 
has over East European states, and are 
working on the assumption that if 
Russia has to pile on the military pres- 
sure, and bring Russian troops back 
into the streets of Europe, there will be 
an anti-Russian reaction among the 
satellite peoples? 


If this is so, it is a fantastic risk to 
take. The very reverse might happen. 
General fear might bring general unity. 
Yet it is clear that Russia would like 
to be free of embarrassing committ- 
ments in East Europe. She might be 
ready to respond to a plan for the total 
neutralisation of all Europe. 

It would not be unpopular in Britain 
either, 


East German attitude 


HERR GROTEWOHL, East German 

Minister-President, has returned 
from the Moscow conference of the East 
European Powers to disclose a com- 
pletely new attitude on the question of 
German reunification (although pos- 
sibly an attitude that the East German 
Government have kept in the back- 
ground while they have been manoeuvr- 
ing in what appeared to be a contrary 
sense). 


After saying that the ratification of 
the Paris treaties would be followed by 
the full rearmament of East Germany, 
military integration of E. European 
forces, and the creation of an Eastern 
SHAPE, he said that these measures 
would be suspended until it was seen 
whether the Paris Treaties were to be 
ratified. Offers for a conference on a 


CHURCHILL’S WOODFORD DISCLOSURE 


what Churchill did in 1945 


It seems to 
Bevanites to make 


If we, of whatever 


above, dealing mainly with 
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I mentioned the defeat in 


On a recent 


of the defeat of 
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BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


Four Power basis and also on an intra- 
German level would remain open. 


Should the Paris Treaties be ratified, 
however, there would be a second Mos- 
cow conference to put the East’s mili- 
tary plans into effect. 


Herr Grotewohl’s reference to the 
possibility of negotiations on an intra- 
German level must be something dif- 
ferent from what he has hitherto seemed 
to be aiming at, for he is not now ap- 
parently prepared to accept proposals 
for German reunification. The East 
German state is not to be “ liquidated ” 
as part of a bargain with the West, he 
emphasises. The Soviet Union was at 
one with the view of Herr Grotewohl’s 
Government on this issue. The East 
German Government was now accepted 
as an equal among the powers in the 
Russian bloc, and at the Moscow Con- 
ference Herr Grotewohl as its repre- 
sentative had even presided over the 
conference during one day’s sittings. 


It is clear that there will be no uni- 
fication of Germany while the present 
government holds the reins. 


Spies 


MMHE United Nations discussion on the 

United States airmen condemned 
by the Chinese as spies will inevitably 
result in a decision against the Chinese 
as these airmen were nominally operat- 
ing as United Nations forces. 


It will therefore be in no sense a 
judical decision but a piece of extra 
pressure on China. 


We hope, nevertheless, that the 
Chinese Government will be concilia- 
tory in this matter and will release these 
men as a contribution to the lessening 
of international tension. 


Although there is a weakness in the 
Chinese case in that they did not dis- 
close at the time of the signing of the 
Korean armistice agreement that they 
were retaining these men as coming 
within a different category from ordin- 
ary prisoners of war, it is obvious that 
those who, like Sir Anthony Eden, 
jump to the conclusion that the Chinese 
have no justification for the charges, are 
pronouncing in a purely partisan sense 
and without the essential evidence on 
the facts which is known only to the 
Chinese authorities and to the American 
command. 


It is very obvious that when any 
charge of spying is made the govern- 
ment for whom the spying is alleged to 
be done will deny it. Such denials 
automatically come along on both sides. 


This is one of the questions upon 
which people in general in all nations 
permit their minds to be dominated by 
cant. They all know that their govern- 
ments employ spies and that it cannot 
be outside the bounds of possibility 
that some of them may be caught. 

Neverthcless there is held to be some- 
thing pecularly contemptible about 
spying, although doubtless finding out 
war secrets from the air is not so des- 
tructive of moral character as doing the 
same thing by lying and intrigue on the 
ground. 

People are emotionally ready to be- 
lieve that the moral filth involved can 
only be found on “ the other side” and 
that charges brought against their own 
people must inevitably be false, a com- 
pletely irrational assumption at variance 
with the known facts. 


It is quite true that a lot of moral 
filth attaches to spying, and that those 
who are used for this purpose are not 
likely to develop as very admirable 
human beings, but it is part of the moral 
filth of war. 

If spying is really dirty and despicable, 
surely just as much filth attaches to 
the man who helps to create the atom 
bomb as to the man who heips to get 
information about where to drop it. 


The agreement with 
Chiang Kai-shek 


F the Chinese are particularly jumpy 
about spies they are not without a 
special reason for being so while the 
USA is supporting the enemy on the 
Chinese doorstep. Henry Lieberman 
writes in the New York Times (Nov. 
21, 1954) under the heading ‘ Chinese 
war holds risks for US” that 
“The Seventh Fleet’s planes have 
been patrolling a line from a point 
twelve or more miles out to sea off 

the Shanghai coastal area south to a 

point roughly the same distance from 

Swatow.” 

How safe would Americans feel if 
Russian planes were patrolling a com- 
parable stretch of the US coastal area? 
Or, as the Manchester Guardian asked 
last Tuesday, what would the British 
Government do if it captured Soviet 
airmen in the Orkneys? 

Although it is insisted that the Pact 
just signed between Chiang and the US 
is a defence pact, the Formosa Govern- 
ment claims that it does not prohibit 
Nationalist China from attacking the 
mainland; and the USA is furnishing 


Chiang with more and more powerful 
weapons which may be used for such 
an attack. 


The activities of Chiang and the for- 
midable counter-activities these are pro- 
ducing from the Chinese mainland are 
becoming increasingly dangerous for the 
Western world that is linked with Chi- 
ang though association with US policy. 


The Washington Post remarks that al- 
though Chiang is now an accepted agent 
of the American Government he is, like 
Syngman Rhee, an exceedingly unreli- 
able one. 


“His principal aim in life remains 
more than ever to trip the US into a 
major conflict with Communist 
powers in Asia. That is his only pass- 
port to the mainland and power.” 


If he succeeds in his aim it is exceed- 
ingly doubtful whether such a war could 
be confined to the East and that it is 
only the USA that would find itself 
tripped by the agents of its reckless 
policy. 

There is some reassurance in Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s statement to his re- 
cent press conference, but the British 
Government should take every oppor- 
tunity to declare its disagreement with 
American policy in this field. 


Doctors in the Colonies 


FrIGURES showing the proportion of 

doctors to population in British 
colonies were given by the Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. Lennox-Boyd, in reply to 
a rece question by Mr. Victor Yates, 


Mr. Lennox-Boyd said in his reply 
that the figures he would give showed 
the total number of doctors, including 
those who do not hold fully registrable 
qualifications but are licensed to 
practise. All told this number is 6,000 
for the Colonial Territories as a whole, 
representing 12,500 people for each 
practitioner. 


These figures show a marked dis- 
crepancy from those published in the 
United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 
December 1953, published in February 
of this year. The figures as given by the 
Colonial Secretary are given below, 
together with those available from 
United Nations sources with the date 
on which the UN figures are based. 
Territory Number of peeple to cach practitioner 

Coloniat Office United Nations 
East and Central Africa 


Kenya 10,000 14,000 (1951) 
Uganda 23,000 23,000 (1951) 
Tanganyika 20,000 25,000 (1951) 
Zanzibar and Pemba 6,200 = 

N_ Rhodesia 11,100 13,000 (1951) 
Nyasaland 15,700 34,000 (1951) 
Somaliland Protect 64,000 27,000 (1951) 
West Africa 

Gambia 27,800 28,500 (1952) 
Gold Coast _— 29,000 (1950) 
Gold Coast (ine. 

Togoland) 22,500 ory 
British Togoland _ 79,000 (1950) 
Nigeria — 51,000 (1951) 
Nigeria (inc. 

Cameroons) $8,200 ae 
British Cameroons = 66,000 (1951) 
Sierra Leone 30,800 = 
Eastern 
Fed. of Malaya 8,500 10,000 (1950) 
Singapore 2,700 3,300 (1951) 
Brunet 10,000 = 
North Borneo 11,000 13,000 (1951) 
Sarawak 15,200 = 
Hong Kong 4,200 = 
Mediterranean 
Cyprus 1,600 a 
Gibraltar 1,140 = 
Malta and Gozo 1,100 — 
West Indles 
Barbados 2,900 = 
British Guiana 3,140 = 
British Honduras 4,000 = 
Jamaica (inc. 

dependencies) 3,800 = 
Leeward Islands : 

Antigua 3,700 =< 

Montserrat 3,400 Las 

St. Kitts-Nevis 3,400 ae 

Virgin Islands 4,600 = 
Trinidad and Tobago 2,900 a 
Windward Islands : 

Minica 7,000 = 

Grenada 5,400 — 

St. Lucia 10,200 = 

St. Vincent 6,500 ra 
Western Pacific 
Fiji 2.900 = 
British Solomon Islands 7,000 _- 
Gilbert and Ellice 

Islands 1,700 — 
New Hebrides 3.500 —_ 
Tonga 2,600 
Atlantic and Indian Occans 
Bahamas 2,100 _ 
Bermuda 1.100 _ 
Falkland Islands 500 _ 

St. Helena 2,400 _— 
Aden (Colony) 2,200 4,200 
Aden (Protect.) — 72;000 
Mauritius 5,800 bith heme 
Seychelles 4,100 — 


The corresponding figure for Great Britain is one 
doctor for every 806 persons. 


On November 27 last year, Peace 
News published a shorter list of statis- 
tics showing the ratio of doctors to 
population in certain colonies. The 
figures given then, which will be seen to 
vary slightly from those in the United 
Nations column above, were extracted 
von the previous UN Yearbook, for 

While it must be recognised that much 
of the difference in the two assessments 
of the position as shown in the columns 
above may be due to the wider interpre- 
tation which the Colonial Office gives 
to the term “ practitioner,” and to the 
earlier date of the UN figures, neverthe- 
less the discrepancy means that the 
public will be misled if it takes its in- 
formation from an inaccurate source, 
and both these sources cannot be right. 

Such a position reveals clearly the 
need for an objective social survey to be 
carried out in all colonial territories by 
an impartial UN Commission receiving 
the maximum co-operation from the 
colonial powers. With the facts that 
such a Commission would be able to 
obtain, a more enlightened public 
opinion and a more intelligent develop- 
ment programme would be possible. 


ATOMIC TESTS 


Another scientist warns 


A N American atomic scientist has suggested 
™ that future atomic bomb tests should take 
place in the United States. 

He is James R. Arnold, assistant professor 
at the University of Chicago Institute for 
Nuclear Studies. 

Mr. Arnold said that his statement was made 
“in an effort to arouse the American con- 
science.” He did not expect that the govern- 
ment would accept his recommendation on 
hydrogen bomb tests. 

Referring to radiation casualties among 
Japanese fishermen and Marshall Islanders as 
a result of the March 1, test H-bomb explosion, 
he said that such tests should be conducted 
within the nation’s boundaries as it was not 
fair to expect others to incur attendant risks. 

“A nation which feels itself in some danger 
has some right to ask certain of its citizens to 
run special risks on behalf of all.” 

In an article in the US Press, Mr. Arnold 
criticised the US Government for lack of 
honesty in not admitting the seriousness of 
injuries to Japanese fishermen and the Marshall 
Islanders. 


Danger limit passed? 
FURTHER confirmation of the anxiety felt 

~ in the medical and _ scientific world, 
reported in Peace News for November 19, 
regarding the long-term effects of the atom and 
hydrogen bomb explosion comes from a 
French nuclear physicist, Dr. Charles-Nocel 
Martin. 

In an address to the French Academy of 
Sciences he said: 

“ Any increase in the number of cxplosions 
will destroy the conditions to which agricul- 
tural as well as human life have slowly adapted 
themselves. The danger limit may have already 
been passed.” 

He said that American researches based 
upon 2,000 doctors and their children had 
already proved that gamma radiation had 
increased the rate of childbirth accidents and 
unhealthy babies. 

Deformed fish had been found in the South- 
West Pacific contaminated with atomic radia- 
tion. 

He estimates that in the past two years there 
have been ten explosions of H-bombs. These 
were the equivalent of between 1,000 and 
2,500 of the type of atom bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima. 


“LIVING ON THE PPU” 
MEMBER, who is now in 
Nyasaland, has sent a gift 

of £25 to the Peace Pledge 
Union HQ Fund as a “bela- 
ted” contribution to cover the 
five years he has been abroad. 

He suggests that this appeal 
should be specially devoted to 
those who, like him, have been 
“living on the PPU”, always 
meaning to send something, 
but never actually doing so. We are grateful 
to him for his gift and for the suggestion, which 
I pass to you. 

There must be hundreds of readers of Peace 
News whose good intentions, like his, have not 
taken any practical shape. | hope therefore that 
there will be hundreds who will follow his ex- 
ample. The proverbial use of good intentions 
as paving stones on the road to hell reminds us 
that merely to desire peace will not prevent 
another war. To rely on other pacifists to do 
the job for you and to do nothing yourself to 
help is to “live on the PPU.” 

So ! make a special appeal to your conscience 
in the hope that you, too, will give your good 
intentions a practical shape without further 
delay, and that by your gift you will live in 
and not on the PPU. We cannot do the job 
for you, but only with your help. 

| had a very interesting and worthwhile tour 
in Western Germany, where I spoke at 15 meet- 
ings and had one radio interview. | found a 
growing concern about German rearmament. I 
am grateful for a special gift of £10 as a wel- 
come back, as also to all other contributors 
while I have been away, including one who sent 
a gold watch to be sold for the PPU Fund. We 
are indeed glad to receive contributions in kind 
which can be turned into cash on behalf of the 
Fund, be they stamps, postal orders, cheques or 
old jewellery. Please send today what you have 
intended to do before and do not again put it 
off until tomorrow. STUART MORRIS, 

General Secretary. 


Our aim for the year: £1,000. 
Amount received to date: £706. 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
be sent marked ‘“ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
PPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 
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An attractive Christmas Present 


TIDINGS 


A Christmas Miscellany 


Short stories, verse and features, with 
illustrations, by Sybil Morrison, Reginald 
Reynolds, Kathleen Lonsdale, Alex Com- 
fort, James Kirkup, Roy Walker, Mays, 
Dennis James and others. 


Colourful cover, 64 pages, envelope for 
posting provided. 


yA] A 6 for 10/6 
™COPY 12 for 21s. FREE 
HELP US TO MAKE “TIDINGS” AN 


ANNUAL PEACE MESSAGE BY SUP- 
PORTING THIS FIRST_.VENTURE NOW. 


HOUSMANS 


3 Blackstock Rd. London N.4 
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POST 


Pacifist action group leader at Tribunal 


BELSEN NO JUSTIFICATION 
FOR WORSE EVILS 


By OLWEN BATTERSBY 
“ FOVERY sentence of this statement is a justification for what we did in the last 
war,” said Judge Hargreaves referring to the applicant’s statement at Fulham 
Tribunal for conscientious objectors last week. 


Before him, calm and confident, stood Ian 
Dixon, secretary and founder member of the 
Pacifist Youth Action Group. 


_ “You say,” the Tribunal Chairman con- 
tinued, reading from Ian Dixon’s statement, 


lan Dixon leaving the Colonia! Office 


“* Man is the responsibility of man. I can no 
more forsake one of my fellow beings 
thousands of miles away, than I can_ those 
dearest to me...’ Is that not exactly why we 
went into Germany during the last war? 


“You say again,” repeated the Judge, “ ‘ Paci- 
fism is primarily the aflirmation of the dignity 
of man, the affirmation of all his rights as 
expounded in the UN Charter and the recog- 
nition of his responsibility to his fellows.’ Is 
not that the precise reason why our forces 
entered Belsen? The Jews were innocent and 
unarmed. What would the pacifist have done? 
Left them to their fate in the gas chambers? 
Thirteen million civilians were murdered in 
Germany ; all the pacifists in the world could 
not stop it.” 


Another method. 


Calmly Ian Dixon replied, “ Belsen was an 
evil thing, but I do not think it was any justifi- 
cation for an even greater evil, for maiming, 
slaughter and destruction on a bigger and 
bigger scale. There is another method.” 


“What method?” interposed the judge. “Is 
pacifism a_ practical policy? Are there 
examples? Has it ever been tried?” 


“In the personal field it has been tried,” 
replied the applicant. He cited an instance 
from the history of India; he spoke of the 
teaching of Gandhi. 


In support of his case letters were read from 
his father; from the Peace Pledge Union 
organiser, Sybil Morrison; a former colleague 
at the Colonial office; and from Douglas 
Rogers, Secretary of the Movement for Colo- 
nial Freedom. The latter spoke of discussions 
on colonial matters. Ian Dixon had sacrificed 
his personal ambitions and left the Colonial 
Office because he opposed the violent colonial 
policy of this country. He had taken instead 
the arduous and unattractive job of a hospital 
porter. 

Hugh Brock, chairman of the Peace Pledge 
Union and Assistant Editor of Peace News, 
was present as a witness. But he was not 
called. The Tribunal apparently found no diffi- 
culty in granting conditional exemption. 


“No ” to Colonial wars 


“TI am called up for national service in a 
given situation,” said Mr. Keating, member of 
the Labour League of Youth, 


“T am called up now, at eighteen, for a 
certain: cause, and I do not believe in that 
cause. I am told I am defending freedom. 
But I believe that in Kenya, Malaya and 
British Guiana freedom is not being defen- 
ded by the British troops. I do not believe 
that the British way of life defends freedom. 


“Tf I were a member of the British armed 
forces I would be liable to be ordered to do 
something which I would regard as morally 
wrong.” 


Asked whether he was a pacifist, he said, 
“My statement makes it quite clear that I 
think there are right and wrong reasons for 
going to war. I would fight for the peoples of 
Malaya, Kenya and British Guiana. I would 
punch a fellow on the nose if I saw cause.” 


Nevertheless he believed in negotiation. 


He believed that the world was heading 
far an H-bomb war and he considered the 
H-bomb so indiscriminate and uncontrollable 
that its use could under no circumstances be 
justified. 


Summing up, the judge said: “We have no 
reason to think that these convictions are not 
held with the utmost sincerity. But Mr. 
Keating objects to certain policies ; he has no 
objection to military service as such. Conse- 
quently we are powerless to act. He can, how- 
ever, apply to the Appellate Tribunal.” 


Olwen Battersby comments: These were 
two exceptional cases. Few at 18 have reached 
that stage of mental growth which enables them 
to rationalise their inward convictions, or give 
the clever answer. “I do not know”; “I had 
not thought of that” came all too often in 
reply. 

It was a battle of youth against age in which 
age held all the cards. One came away feeling 
that it was all slightly indecent. 


CD ceases on the first 


day of the next war 
—ADMIRAL STRAUSS 


“ CIVIL DEFENCE ceases on the 


first day of the next war.” 

The head of the American Atomic 
Energy Commission, Admiral Strauss, said 
this to Mr. R. H. S. Crossman, MP for 
East Coventry, when he was in the US 
recently. 


“When I heard that I felt strengthened 
by what we had done in Coventry,” Mr. 
Crossman told an Ilford H-bomb meeting. 


OBITUARIES 


York COs will remember 
Hetty Mitchell 


HETTy MITCHELL, a familiar face at 

York tribunals and police courts whenever 
COs were appearing, passed away on 
November 12. 


“We shall miss her very much,” writes 
Percy Rosewarne. “ Many will remember her 
best as being in charge of the tea parties given 
to all COs on their release from prison.” 


Sidney Church dies at 81 


ZION, Kingswood, Bristol Methodist Church 
and Circuit and the pacifist movement has 

suffered loss by the death of Mr. Sidney 

George Church at the age of 81 years. 

A member of the Peace Pledge Union, he 
was a well-known lay preacher for about 50 
years, a Labour Councillor on the Kingswood 
Urban District Council for many years and 
a Justice of the Peace. 


JAMES DOWNING 


Birmingham peaceworkers have lost a 
valued helper through the death of James 
Downing at the age of 75—‘a valued and 
trusted stalwart of all that stood for ‘right’ 
and ‘ goodness’,” writes C. B. Wood, acting 
secretary of King’s Heath and Cotteridge 
Peace Pledge Union. 


PEOPLE AND PLACES 


Vyshinsky and the Quakers 


“W7OU did an honest job.” This assessment 

© by Mr. Vyshinsky of the 1951 Quaker 
Mission to Moscow is recalled by Gerald 
Bailey, leader of the Mission, in his World 
Affairs Commentary in The Friend last week. 


Gerald Bailey had told Mr. Vyshinsky when 
they met in Paris that the Mission had attri- 
buted much of the 
given to 
their work to the 
exceptional publicity 
given to the interview 
they had had with 
Jacob Malik, then in 
the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry and now at 
UN. 


attention 


Mr. Vyshinsky would 
have none of. this. 
“ Your delegation,” he 
told Gerald Bailey, 
“attracted widespread 
attention and approval 
because you -apoke 


JACOB MALIK 


your mind frankly. When you approved what 
you saw or heard in Russia you did not hesi- 
tate to say so. But you did not hesitate to 
dissent openly from the things you could not 
approve. You did an honest job.” 


“© Who wrote that?” 


PvE members of the Pacifist Youth 

Action Group took time off last 

Friday to go to the London Local Tribunal 
for Conscientious Objectors. 


They went to support their secretary, Ian 
Dixon—and thay heard him make.a very good 
case for registration. as a CO. 


Another objector awaiting his hearing and 
sitting beside me, whispered in my ear as the 
Chairman was reading Dixon’s statement, 
“Who wrote that?” 


I told him that of course Ian Dixon had 
written it himself. “He speaks in Hyde Park 
most Sundays, You should get in touch with 
their group,” I added. 


In the lobby afterwards I noticed this CO 
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Other countries, please copy ! 


Because Austria has no army, men 
in postmen’s uniforms awaited 
Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia 
when he arrived in Vienna today for 
a visit. 


—DaiLy Express, November 30, 1954. 


MORE YOUNG GERMANS SAY— 


““We refuse military 
service” 


Peace News correspondent 


"THOUSANDS of passers-by enthusiastically 

supported a poster parade of members 
of the Bavarian Young Trade Unionists on 
bicycles and in motor cars as it moved through 
the streets of Munich protesting against re- 
armament and conscription. 


Some of the posters read, “I want to do 
good work—but I do not want to carry a 
gun; I want to be a good technician—not a 
soldier; I like good clothes, but I hate 
uniforms ”. 


This was the first of a series of poster 
parades and other demonstrations which the 
Bavarian Trade: Unions plan to organise 
throughout Bavaria. 


Herr Blank was billed as the speaker at an 
election meeting of the Christian Democrats 
in the University of Giessen. The police inter- 
fered and arrested several demonstrators, but 
could not prevent frequent interruptions and 
general Blank — left 


: [| uproar, without any 
discussion. 
200 PASTORS SAY IT TOO 
WO HUNDRED Evangelical Ministers, 


, members of the “Church Brotherhood 
in the Rhineland”, have published a statement 
to the effect that they will refuse military 
service if conscription is introduced in West- 
ern Germany. They urge other Ministers to 
join them in that declaration, which has been 
sent to the Bundesrat and the Government. 


The Church Elders and the Minister of the 
Evangelical parish of Hitzkirchen also pub- 
lished a statement in which they asked mem- 
bers of the parish not to allow themselves to 
be drawn into any kind of military service 
or preparations for war. 


NO WAR TOYS 


Officials of the city of Ulm, in Germany, 
have asked shop-keepers not to sell war toys 
this Christmas. 


Town Committee raises 


H-bomb issue 
From ROLAND ATKINSON 


(VER 300 people attended an Exeter 
(Devon) “ Ban the H-bomb” meeting on 
November 23. 


Invitations had been sent to all local 
religious, political and social bodies in the 
city by the Exeter Meeting of the Society of 
Friends (Quakers), asking for help in bringing 
before the public the question of the banning 
of the H-bomb. As a result a Town Com- 
mittee of representatives of different organisa- 
tions was formed. 


It was this committee which arranged the 
meeting, inviting Dr. S. J. Gregg, research 
scientist from the University of the South- 
West, to take the chair and a Birmingham 
Quaker, John Hoyland, MA., as the principal 
speaker, 

The meeting included the performance of a 
ae, play by the Co-operative Women's 

uild. 


A resolution was approved which strongly 
urged Her Maijesty’s Government, through the 
United Nations Organisation, to take the lead 
in securing complete abolition of nuclear 
weapons and in seeking peace between all 
nations. This was sent to the Prime Minister 
and local MP. 


The Committee was greatly encouraged by 
the enthusiasm of the general public and by 
receiving requests from more than 100 persons 
to be kept informed of future activities. In 
addition, over 60 people at the meeting signed 
the “ Ban the Hydrogen Bomb” petition. 


By Hugh Brock 


talking to PYAG's 
Christopher Farley. 


I hope they now have another new member. 
Belsen—and the 1937 class 

T HAVE gained the impression that 

so far as the London Local and 

Appellate Tribunals are concerned letters from 

the Peace Pledge Union saying that a CO has 


worked in the pacifist movement carry a great 
deal of weight. 


Any kindly feeling towards the tribunal this 
may evoke in me, however, quickly evaporates 
when the old men of 70 ask these 17-year-olds 
—the 1937 class—what they would have done 
about Belsen! 


The London Local Tribunal has been meet- 
ing weekly recently to cope with an increased 
number of cases. 


This means extra work for that most faithful 
friend of COs, Miss Ross, who attends each 
Tribunal in order to provide information about 
the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors 
and the right of appeal. 


membership _ secretary, 
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THOSESHOT-UP 
U.S. PLANES 


Incidents involving the shooting-up of 
American planes are a frequent cause of 
heightened tension in the Cold War. Here 
Albert Bofman, Director of the US Com- 
mittee Against Militarisation, 6327 S. May. 
St., Chigaco 21, IIL, discusses their maening. 


NoT counting the Berlin Crisis and 

Korea War incidents, US planes 
have been reported “ shot at” in at least 
16 cases since 1945. 


These include two incidents off Manchuria, 
four off Siberia, four off Japan, one off Latvia 
and one off China—all military and naval 
installation areas; two over Czechoslovak 
uranium areas, one over Jugoslavia and one 
over Hungary. 

Assumptions as to the reasons for such 
incidents vary. 

Representative Judd and Senator Knowland 
state that the Soviet bloc times such incidents 
to cause loss of face for the West. That was 
the reason for the shooting of the British 
plane by the Chinese on July 23, and the fight 
with the US planes off Hainan on July 25, 
said Mr. Judd. Mr. Knowland said that the 
same reason applied to the shooting of a US 
plane off Siberia on Sept. 24. 


Before the incident off Hainan, however, it 
had been the custom for planes en route to 
Hong Kong from South-East Asia to detour 
Hainan. 


PROVOCATION 


As in this case, it is the USA which most 
frequently sends its aircraft on what turn out 
to be provocative incidents, causing the other 
side to shoot. If either side is to be accused 
of wanting to cause loss of face for the other, 
it is that side whose planes cause the 
provocation. 


A more likely assumption—that the Penta- 
gon is testing and photographing Soviet-bloc 
military and naval installations—is corro- 
borated by Press reports revealing the presence 
of photographic equipment on US_ planes 
which were “shot at” over Latvia in 1950 
and Hokkaido recently. 


Another likely motive of the Pentagon is 
based on the calculated risk. 


Even if an incident occurs and lives are 
lost, the Pentagon cannot lose. Such incidents 
often serve to lend weight to demands for 
more military funds. For example, after the 
July shooting of the British plane off Hainan, 
US aircraft on a mission of mercy were rushed 
into this area and fought Chinese planes on 
July 25. 


THE PAY-OFF 


The pay-off occurred in the July 27 debate 
in the House of Representatives concerning 
the Mutual Security (mostly military) appro- 
priation for other nations, when Rep. Halleck 
stated: ‘We were at the White House... 
a very brief message about the two Chinese 
warplanes was brought to our attention... 
makes you think ... let us go and pass this 
Bill and not adopt the amendment to cut these 
appropriations further ” (Official Congressional 
Record, July 27, 1954, p. 11603). 


Former Air Secretary, now Senator Syming- 
ton, ever an advocate of more defence, 


immediately urged reconsidering defence 
expenditures. 
Following the latest incident, President 


Eisenhower has ordered escort fighter planes 
to accompany US military planes on proper 
and necessary missions in risky areas. His 
hasty decision was not based on full disclo- 
sure of the facts to the people, nor on a more 
proper and full-scale Congressional debate. 


The propriety of his decision on Nov. 10 
appears in the answer to the following: how 
would Americans react to Soviet-bloc fighter 
planes escorting their military planes to photo- 
graph military or naval installations along the 
coast of the Philippines or Alaska or 
California or New York? 


FOOTNOTE: Forty-five US service men have 
lost their lives by “incidents” with Russian 
aircraft since April 1950. Time Magazine 
published the following comment by Hanson 
W. Baldwin, New York Times military 
correspondent: For eight years, and particu- 
larly since the start of the Korean war in 1950, 
US Air Force and naval planes have skirted 
the border and in a few cases have crossed 
those frontiers. 


All these fact-finding missions fly well clear 
of the Soviet frontier unless their crews make 
bad navigational errors. These occur occasion- 
ally, but not often. A few other American— 
as well as Soviet—aircraft probably deliber- 
ately penetrate the other nation's air frontiers. 


The mission of these planes might be termed 
an espionage one, as distinct from the routine 
and continuous reconnaissance fights over the 
high seas or over friendly territory. 


Agents could be dropped by parachute or 
electronic recordings made in the air space 
above the other nation’s territory. 

It ts this silent “war”, this ceaseless search 


for information, that must be inevitably a 
part of the “cold war.” 


IVS P Cordially Invites You to a 


CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Toys, Useful Household Gifts 


(no jumble or clothing) 


at International Voluntary Service for Peace 
19 Pembridge Villas, W.I1. Sat. Dec 11. 3 p.m 


Civilisations built on injustice do not 
stand; that is the lesson of both 


Hau Hau and Mau Mau 


By VICTOR SALDJI 


A HUNDRED years before Mau Mau 
there had been the warning lesson of 
Hau Hau. 


If that lesson of how injustice breeds 
violence had been learnt the policies that have 
been pursued so relentlessly in Kenya since 
the beginning of this century could never have 
been considered ; it would have been realised 
that they would inevitably lead to bloodshed. 

In THE STRUGGLE FoR KenyA, D. H. Raw- 
cliffe refers to “ the similarly curious Hau Hau 
Maori rebellion,” and Learie Constantine in 
CoLour Bar says, “In Kenya today the name 
is very little changed—the Mau Mau _ has 
replaced the Hau Hau.” In Encyclopaedia 
Britannica (Fourteenth Edition 1929), under 
Maort and NEw ZEALAND is the following: 


“A high degree of intelligence is shown 
by the Maori, who, on the impact of white 
civilisation, adopted its material symbols 
eagerly at first, but reacted vigorously when 
they began to realise its full implications, 
especially as threatening their tribal land, 
their greatest treasure . . . a strange anti- 
Christian fanaticism, the Hau Hau cult en- 
couraged them to face the white men’s bullets 
and bayonets.” 


Further details of this remarkable Kenya 
parallel are given by the Rev. Mervyn Stuart 
who writes: 


“By the 1846 ‘Constitution’ enacted in 
Westminster for New Zealand the Maori 
natives were to be reduced to the level of 
African ex-slaves in the Caribbean, as al- 
most all their land (not cropped at the time) 
guaranteed to them in the Waitangi Treaty 
of Accession in 1841 would be lost... 
Maori resistance, which called itself Hau 
Hau, cost 2,500 lives and £13,000,000 to sup- 
press.” 


It is significant that in New Zealand today 
the Maoris are not at that reduced status so 
commonly the lot of native peoples who are 
suffering from the benefits of white civiliza- 
tion. A degree of independence has becn 
secured to them by their land rights. 


Constantine sums up 


In Kenya however, all independence has 
been lost. 


Learie Constantine sums up the “ morality” 
that has led to this as, “I grab your land, you 
became my slave, and if you don’t like it I'll 
shove a bullet in your belly.” 


These are no idle words. 


I heard one settler say to my host in a club 
in the White Highlands in 1949 “If they (The 
British Government) try to give the African or 
the Indian the right to buy land in Kenya we 
will shoot them off it as we threatened to do 
last time.” 


The ‘last time” referred to was in 1923 
when the Wood-Winterton agreement, which 
would have allowed Indians to buy land, was 
dropped after the settlers had planned armed 
revolt involving the taking over of the admini- 
stration and the kidnapping of the Governor. 
They got their way. 


What an example to the “ inferior” African 
as to how to get things done! 

Learie Constantine asks “‘ Where is the Black 
man’s country?” and Olumbe Bassir answers 
(in Peace News, November 26): “ There is no 


Black man’s country. All countries are God’s 
country. The problem is how this ideal can 
gain universal acceptance, and thus be trans- 
lated from a wish to a fact.” 

Civilizations built on injustice do not stand. 
Hau Hau, Mau Mau, and the whole course of 
history bear witness to the fact that disaster 
follows man’s disobedience of the law of 
survival: “ Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them ; for 
this is the law and the prophets.” When men 
have learnt to make this the first test of all 
action, our ideal, the brotherhood of man, will 
become a living fact and we shall be able to 
say, “There is no Black man’s country. There 
is no White man’s country. All countries are 
God’s country.” 


The Good Soldier 


THE most intelligent play in London, Ewan 
~* MacColl’s adaptation of THE Goop 
SoLDIeR SCHWEIK (Embassy Theatre, Swiss 
Cottage) exposes the stupidity of war, army 
doctors, army chaplains shouting “God will 
give victory,” and blind military obedience: 
privates must not think but leave that to 
officers, for thinking turns a soldier into a 
civilian. Man’s natural aversion to war leads 
soldiers to maim themselves, pretend to be ill 
and desert to avoid military service. 

Against an ingeniously changing set, George 
Cooper is outstandingly amusing as Schweik, 
in a good cast. Excellent Howard Goorney 
eventually calls Schweik and all soldiers 
“mugs” for not fighting the right people—the 
rulers and generals who make war, and 
Schweik, calling out “Brothers!” to the 
enemy, says to the generals: ‘“ You can fight 
your own war. I’m going home.” 

“ AUTUMN REVUE” at the New Watergate 
Theatre in the Strand, is distinguished by the 
brilliant comedy of vivacious, versatile Beryl 
Reid. Satire of commercial television, the 
deteriorating international situation in which 
bad weather, too high taxation and increased 
salaries for MP’s are blamed on the atomic 
bomb: “What a chronic situation nuclear 
fission has landed us in! ”; Ike and McCarthy ; 
Sunday papers, pulp magazines and Edinburgh 
after the Festival, provide the bulk of sparkling 
items. PATRICK RICHARDS. 


News of the war on want 


Hy JPJooRway to the 20th Century” jis the 
name of a new monthly news-sheet about 
the war on want. 

Issued by Community Development Projects 
Ltd. from 45 Northcote Ave., London, W.S., it 
gives news of development programmes all 
over the world. There are also articles and 
book reviews. 

The publication of this monthly in Europe 
reflects the growing interest in “ mutual aid” 
and “community development” projects 
among the public. The news-sheet is available 
from the address above at 12s. per year. 


“Can Christianity be a Foreign Policy ?” is 
the title of a new penny Quaker peace pam- 
phlet (Friends House, London). It tries “ to 
show that Christian pacifism becomes more 
and more relevant as the world, by taking 
the opposite course, runs nearer and nearer 
to disaster.” 


———TALKING OF-——— 
BOOKS 


By Robert Greacen 


London to Philadelphia by Caroline C. 
Graveson. Bannisdale Press, 7s. 6d. 


Dylan Thomas by Derek Stanford. Spear- 
man and Calder, 15s. 


The Principles of World Citizenship by L. J. 
Cohen. Basil Blackwell, 10s. 6d. 


ToxDon TO PHILADELPHIA tells the story 

of a London family of the~ late 
seventeenth century. William Penn, the 
founder of Pennsylvania, and the Quaker 
evangelist George Fox are among the 
historical figures whose shadows are thrown 
across the pages. 


One cannot help feeling that, for all its 
colour, life was then as insecure and difficult 
as it is today: the Great Fire, religious 
persecution, the dangers to be faced when 
travelling in the country and the in- 
humanity of prison life. But there was a 
quota of adventure, too, and for dissenters 
the dream of freedom in that vast new 
country across the Atlantic, where they 


“A quota of adventure...” 
Quakers rebuilding after World War Il 


could worship as they wished, well out of 
reach of English “ McCarthyism ”! 


A little over a year ago Dylan Thomas, 
not quite forty years old, died while visiting 
the US. Perhaps the most remarkable poet 
in English of the last two decades, Thomas’s 
voice, musical and compelling, must have 
been widely known through his BBC broad- 
casts. Mr. Derek Stanford, himself a distin- 
guished poet, here gives an outline of Dylan 
Thomas's life and a survey of his lyric 
poetry, drama and prose. 


Both as man and writer Thomas was an 
original, an iconoclast. He said what he 
liked without asking anyone’s permission ; 
and he said it in brilliant and moving 
metaphor. I hope that Mr. Stanford’s study 
will make Dylan Thomas's work more 
widely known and appreciated. It should 
assist the reader of goodwill who may be 
puzzled by some of the difficulties which 
Thomas's writing frequently presents. 

Mr. Cohen’s aim, in THE PRINCIPLES OF 
WorRLD CITIZENSHIP, is to elucidate the 
shared concepts that make possible “ co- 
existence” within one world community 
that consists of armed nations whose 
governments are based on_ conflicting 
political theories. The author is not con- 
cerned with putting across a thesis, but 
with an examination of terms. 

His book reminds us that many a high- 
sounding yet essentially hollow conception 
can be shattered when the question is 
asked: “ What exactly does it mean?” For 
example, what are the exact meanings of 
“national honour,” “defence” and “negotia- 
ting from strength”? It might be worth 
while asking one’s local Member of Parlia- 
ment. 


Paeifists, Communists and Peace 


The Peace Offensive and the Cold War—By John M. Swomley. National Council Against Conscription, 35 cents. 


HIS is a pamphlet, which to the mind of 

your reviewer, badly needed writing, and 
badly needs reading. It sets out to prove 
(and succeeds I believe) that there is no 
similarity whatever between pacifism and 
the Communist “ peace offensive.” 


Pacifism springs from a fundamental regard 
for the human person as such—capitalist, 
fascist, communist, worker, landlord, belie- 
ver and unbeliever, oppressed and oppressor. 
The Communist-sponsored “ peace move- 
ment” is purely an extension of Soviet 
foreign policy. 

Of course it is not in the interests of 
the Soviet Union to have war, as things are 
today, and of course it is true to say that 
she wishes to have peace in the world, but 
peace on her own terms, terms which bear 
no resemblance to the terms which the paci- 
fist insists are indispensable from real peace. 


Oo 


Swomley quotes from a number of official 
Soviet and Cominform sources to define, be- 
yond doubt, the Communist attitude to such 
issucs as militarism itself. For example, in 
the Hungarian Magyar Nemzet of July 16, 
1952, there was an editorial entitled “ Paci- 
fism cannot be tolerated within the Peace 
Movement.” It stated: 


“The Soviet Union is the most signifi- 
cant power for peace, which is only 
denied by the warmongers. We cannot 
tolerate within the Peace Movement any 
symptoms of detrimental pacifism .. . 
The military strength of the Soviet Union 
and the People’s Democracies is an im- 
portant factor in the defence of peace.” 


Swomley argues that this is the real, the fun- 
damental position of the “ peace partisans.” 
The kindly overtures to church people, to 
liberals, humanitarians and pacifists, repre- 
sent merely the tactics of a skilled organisa- 
tion long experienced in using all political 
and social elements to further its own 
scheme. And the scheme is the scheme of 
Karl Marx, “the father of the modern con- 


cept of total war,” of 
revolutionary, who wrote: 


“ Revolution is an act in which part of 
the population forces its will on the other 
part by means of rifles, bayonets, cannon, 
t.e., by the most authoritative means. And 
the conquering party is inevitably forced 
to maintain its supremacy by means of 
that fear which its arms inspire in the 
reactionaries.” (State and Revolution). 


There is here little of the spirit which sees 
. that of God in every man,” little of a faith 
in the power of non-violence, little hope 


by Tom Wardle 


for the enthronement of love as a conse- 
quence of such methods. 

In the West it would seem that because of the 
expert subtlety of Communist peace propa- 
ganda and the powerful desire of so many 
people of good will to see the best in the 
other side, there has been perpetrated a 
grand deception of many pacifists and Chris- 
tians as to the true nature of Communist 
purposes and methods. 

I do not consider it an exaggeration to say 
that the whole worth and integrity of the 
pacifist message and the pacifist movement 
will depend, in the coming years, on its 
being able effectively to demonstrate its 
complete independence of Communist 
machinations and policies. 

Its survival as a valid and challenging factor 
in peacemaking will depend, not merely on 
the vehemence with which it renounces war, 
but upon the strength of its opposition to 
totalitarianism, the necessary counterpart of 
and conceivably alternative to, modern war. 

There are two weaknesses in this otherwise 
excellent pamphlet. One is the assumption 
which Swomley makes that Soviet and 
Soviet-dominated politicians base all their 
Strategy upon the Marxist gospel. It has 
been apparent, at least since Stalin took 
over, that Marxism had ceased to play any 
real part in the private running of the 
Soviet state. 

For public consumption, Russia and her allies 


Lenin, arch- 


are made out still to be treading the straight 
and narrow path of Marx-Engels-Leninism. 
But it is no more true than that Britain is 
still abiding by the Magna Charta, John 
Stuart Mill or the Sermon on the Mount, or 
the United States the Bill of Rights and the 
American Constitution. 


It is important for a real assessment of Rus- 
sia’s part in the world today to recognise 
the simple boss-and-power system which lies 
behind the mumbo-jumbo of the “ workers’ 
state.” No less important than to recognise 
the same set-up behind the shibboleths of 
democracy mouthed by the statesmen of the 
West. 

Weakness number two is more serious. It 
comes at the end of the pamphlet where 
Swomley talks of “the role of a genuine 
peace movement.” He speaks of the signi- 
ficance of “a society which by contrast with 
Russia’s is so good that it will be the incen- 
tive for the Russian people to change their 
own society” (and presumably for a num- 
ber of other peoples too). But he does no 
more than glance at the idea. For the rest, 
his proposals are the same proposals that 
we have been hearing about for years: dis- 
armament, Gandhian civil disobedience, 
reconciliation—all of them vital and laud- 
able aspects of any conceivable peace policy 
—but it is the policy itself that people (and 
not just pacifists) are longing to have set 
before them—the policy, the policy. 


oO 


Pacifists speak about the eradication of 
poverty, racialism and social injustice as 
elements in the struggle for peace. But in 
their hearts they are not convinced that 
these are the immediate, urgent questions. 
The threat to the world does not come now 
from Libya or Honduras. It comes from 
Moscow and Washington, both centres of 
societies where living standards are going 
up—both places where no sense of social 
injustice is keenly felt, both capitals com- 
manding dedicated, and conformist (if not 
loyal) support from their peoples. ‘Can it 
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RADIO NOTES 


I REACHED FOR 
MY HALO 


N his talk ‘Nationalism and the British 
Commonwealth” (BBC Third Programme) 
Professor Vincent Harlow unveiled this tablet 
to commemorate our occupation and exploita- 
tion of other countries :— ‘ 
“The dominating feature of British 
expansion has been, and still is a continuous 
struggle to get on terms with successive 
manifestations of the dynamic force of 
‘ nationalism '.” oe 
This is worthy of the laurel crown! Sitting 
comfortably before my loud speaker while the 
wind howled and the rain whipped spitefully 
at the windows, I wept silently for joy and 
reached for my halo. Here at last was the 
talisman I had been secking for the slaughter 
of Mau Mau and Irishmen ; our wars in Egypt, 
India, Malaya, China, Africa, etc. etc. This 
was the reason for past press-gangs and present 
conscription; our amassing of wealth and 
“ Pieces of Eight.” At times, said the Professor, 
we met “emotional assertiveness” (some folk 
never know what’s good for them) there was 
an “interplay of ideas” (quite sporting old 
chap) and peoples “ were stung into national- 
ism by contact with the West.” Yes, Sir, the 
operative word is stung! ». 
The tests, said the Professor, lie in our 
answers to the following questions: 
(1) What has the Imperial Power done to 
the peoples? 
(2) What has 
Impcrialist? ’ 
The answer to the first is that America, 
Canada, India, South Africa, Eire, Egypt, 
Burma and Uncle Tom Cobley and all, were 
so pleased with what we did to them that they 
were darn glad to see the back of us, and the 
second has provided us with an endless store 
of romantic nonsense, about which we shall 
sing and cheer till the cows come home. 


HUMANE--AND BRUTAL 


“The Goodly Seed” (Home) from the novel 
by John Wyllic, was well cast, though two of 
the members had difficulty in making their 
lines intelligible. The scene, a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp, portrays the ebb and 
flow of humane and brutal impulses. The 
Padre loses his faith, and finds it, presumably, 
by crawling through thorn bushes. The Com- 
mandant, an atheist, gives an excellent example 
of how love and humanity and simple kindness 
triumph. The overall impression is that 
squalor and starvation can level all cultures, 


the Empire done to the 


colours and creeds to degradation and 
savagery. : 
Malcolm Sargent, conducting the Royal 


Philharmonic Orchestra, with David Oistrakh, 
the Russian violinist as soloist in Tchai- 
kovsky’s Violin Concerto (Home), provided a 
momentary antidote to ‘ Marxomatosis” that 
dreaded mental disease of Western political 
rabbits. sone 
In “Today in Parliament,” considering 
whether Churchill’s telegram was sent, or is 
found, obscured the niceties of morality 
engendered by Power Politics. Churchill con- 
sidered arming the Germans against the 
Russians in 1945. Parliament intends doing 
so in 1954. You reverse the last two figures 
for conscience sake. JOSEPH FLEMING. 


TOM WARDLE 


be that there is another disease, more ter- 
rible than poverty, more corrupting than 
sickness, more dangerous than social injus- 
tice which inflames the minds of those who 
make the policies of war? The disease of 
power? 

None of the known treatments or responses, 
even those popular within the pacifist move- 
ment, can cope with this disease. What is 
needed is a new analysis and a new pro- 
gramme which will channel the pacifist in- 
spiration into activity where, with a little 
help from history, it might begin to attack 
the roots of the problem. This pamphlet 
does not deal with such a programme, and 
it may be too much to expect that it should. 
What it does make clear, however, is that 
that programme is not the Communist one. 
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As this is a free service, we 
reserve the right to select notices for 
publication. We nevertheless desire 


LETTERS — on Nationalism 


NATIONALISM exists. Lamentations and 
**“ suggestions that it should be abandoned 
are unrealistic—and to that extent John Nibb 
(Peace News, November 5) is unrealistic. The 
question is how can we turn the national 
sentiments of men to international ends? 


Nationalism is only dangerous to those who 
would deny to people the right to freedom. 
In Europe we have seen the de-liberalisation 
of this nationalism into the illiberal national- 
ism of jingo Britain and Nazi Germany. As 
Schweitzer has warned the colonial countries, 
they must not emulate us; they must realise 
that nationalism is not enough. 


On the other hand mere anti-nationalism is 
not enough. For this can lead to stripping off 
worthy national cultures, or, as in Ireland, to 
violence. What we must seek to do is to 
harness liberal nationalism to peaceful ends. 
The Welsh problem provides us with a glorious 
opportunity. As an Englishman who whole- 
heartedly supports the Welsh nationalist move- 
ment, I believe it provides us with the chance 
to develop a federal Britain which would both 
break down the tendency to bureaucratic 
centralism in our political institutions and 
encourage the worthy contribution which the 
Welsh nation can make to our islands’ cultural, 
social, economic and political life. 


A degree of home rule for Wales is as much 
to England’s benefit as to that of Wales. 


FRED MOORHOUSE. 
8 Gayfere St., S.W.1. 


RIANWEN PARRY (November 19) is 
mistaken in supposing that I have ‘no 
knowledge of any kind of nationalism other 
than that connected with imperialism.” The 
nationalism of which I confessed ignorance is 
that which is said to be a “force for good.” 


The Holy Roman Empire (badly misnamed) 
was not dependent upon nationalism, but all 
modern imperialisms are, and the only dis- 
tinction between imperial and other brands is 
that the latter have lacked opportunities to 
expand territorialy. The Mazzinian notion of 
well-bchaved nations each static in a particular 
land and looking with affectionate sentiments 
and equal regards on other “ national inheri- 
tances” is self-contradictory, as orthodox 
“national pride” has to be justified by an 
assumption of superiority. The Herrenvolk 
idea is no monopoly of German Nazis but is 
normal to nationalist patriotism, the old song 
of Wales is quite ordinary in that respect: 
“The Welshman . . . the best man of all ‘ ‘ 


Both my Welsh critics must be aware that 
the pacifism which they like to associate with 
their nationalism is not endorsed by most of 
their compatriots. The recent war was sup- 
ported in Wales just as in England, and for 
Opposition to it in Welshpool and elsewhere 
I was branded as a “defender of Hitler.” 


In 1916 Lloyd-Gorge played precisely the 
same role as Winston Churchill in 1940, 


What then becomes of the pretence of 
“national unity” upon which nationalism is 
based? 


It is, of course, political nationalism with 
which I am mainly concerned as that is directly 
associated with international war, but even in 
other spheres I dispute the idea of national 
unity; culture and other life elements vary 
with individuals and classes, they are not 
national. 


Will your correspondents please say just 
what they mean by their “country” and tell 
us how an Englishman (e.g.) is distinguished 
from all other human beings? At universal 
Esperanto Congresses it is impossible to do 
more than hazard a guess at the nationality of 
an unknown speaker. 


The type of internationalism favoured by 
Mr. Parry is that of Briand and Stresemann 
retaining “national sovereignties” and dis- 
credited by the League of Nations. The non- 
nationalism I uphold, so far from being a 
development of nationalism, runs counter to it 
in principal. 

JOHN NIBB. 

BM/JONIB, WC1. 


Send notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 


J LEWELYN LLOYD (November 12), said, 

“ Although by birth a Welshman, I cannot 
support Plaid Cymru precisely because of its 
nationalism.” In reply, may I, a Christian 
pacifist and a conscientious objector of the 
war, say that Iam a member of Plaid Cymru 
precisely because of its nationalism? Your 
correspondent’s letter shows that he knows 
nothing whatever about Plaid Cymru. 


Does he know that its President, Mr. 
Gwynfor Evans, who stood for Parliament in 
the recent Aberdare bye-election, is a prom- 
inent pacifist? Does he know that Plaid Cymru 
has a higher percentage of PPU and FoR 
members than probably any other political 
party in Britain? Does he know that Plaid 
Cymru years ago renounced violence as a 
means of attaining national freedom for 
Wales? Does he know the Plaid Cymru 
members twice blocked all roads to the 
Trawsfynydd military camp with their own 
bodies, in imitation of Gandhi’s non-violent 
methods? 


Our gentle Welsh nationalism is our only 
hope of freeing ourselves from the military 
tyranny of Whitehall and of setting up a 
neutral Wales as a prelude to a neutral Britain. 

I. FOULKES ELLIS. 

Bodiowerth, 

Newborough, 
Llanfair P.G., Anglesey. 


I WAS happy to note that Llewelyn Lloyd is 
__ proud of his native Wales. Would he not 
like to see Wales—the land of many staunch 
pacifists (mostly members of Plaid Cymru) 
taking its place with other nations in the 
deliberations of UNO? 


All pacifists should demand that a nation 
whose Members of Parliament almost unani- 
mously voted against the continuance of con- 
scription after the war should be heard, but 
that cannot be until Wales is free. 


Mr. Lloyd is surely wrong in his contention 
that nationalism is the breeder of wars. On 
the contrary the root cause of world conflicts 
is imperialism—the desire to expand, exploit 
and keep smaller nations in subjection. 


W. H. ROBERTS. 
52 Monthermer Rd., 


Cardiff. 
A KNIFE in the hands of a murderer is a 
most dangerous instrument; in the hands 
of a surgeon a means of saving life. National- 
ism when misused is dangerous, but so are fire, 
water, electricity and other means of power. 
Whether we like it or not, nationalism is 
an integral part of human nature and cannot 
be eliminated. It can only be sublimated, so 
that when imbued with Christian ideals, it 
becomes the greatest power for improving the 
quality of a nation, and the only means of 
bringing about a “Family of Nations "—the 
only realistic conception of World Govern- 


ment. 
H. I. HUWS. 
Gernant, 
Dolwyddelaw, Caerns. 


“ A NATIONALISM of the worst kind has 

+™ revealed itself in the course of these 
two wars, and at present it can be considered 
as the greatest obstacle to the understanding 
now incipient among the peoples.” 


This is a quotation from Dr. Schweitzer’s 
lecture (P.N. Nov 12) and has prompted the 
following reflection. 


It is my profound conviction that in the 
conflict of so-called ideologies now raging, 
righteousness is on the other side. For the 
West is trying to preserve the social status 
quo which produced that “nationalism of the 
worst kind” which Dr. Schweitzer deplores ; 
while the foundation of the revolutionary 
societies is belief and faith in the human being, 
who must be given the opportunity to develop 
his creative ability and to find in that the 
essence of human life and salvation. 


NAOMI BIRNBERG. 
8 The Orchard, 
Blackheath, S.E.3. 
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Germans: You are 


expendable ! 


NEW «THIRD CAMP” 
PAMPHLET 


pwo passages in A. J, Muste’s new pamphlet 
“The Camp of Liberation” (Peace News, 
6d.; US 15 cents) are particularly pertinent to 
events in Germany today and worth considera- 
tion by the German people and those who are 
engaged in forcing rearmament upon them. 


Discussing the fact that for Western Europe 
an H-bomb war means annihilation Mr. 
Muste says: 


“There is a sense in which the United 
States is today a more immediate and serious 
threat to Western Europe than is Russia. 
This is not because the Kremlin is more 
peace loving than the Pentagon. It happens 
to be in the interest of Russia that Western 
European industry should remain intact and 
at work in its service if war should come. 
Without this, it would be seriously handi- 
capped in any war with the United States. 
That Western Europe should somehow be 
incorporated into the “peace time” 
enonomy of the Soviet bloc is also un- 
doubtedly a part of Soviet strategy... 


“The United States, on the other hand, 
has no such desperate need of the West 
European industrial establishment and it 
seems clear that its primary interest is to 
keep it out of the hands of Russia. It would 
shatter this establishment in a war if this 
was necessary in order to keep it out of the 
hands of the Russians, no doubt promising 
to “liberate” the survivors and to rebuild 
the industries after the war!” 


* 


He returns to this subject at the end of the 
pamphlet when he is discussing the absence of 
any organised political “Left” in the USA. 
Of the trade unions he says: 


“With the standard of living what it is 
and multitudes of trade union members 
employed in war industry, the unions are no 
longer instruments of eftective criticism and 
opposition. If under present conditions an 
American regime were to enter upon war 
and were to destroy the industries of an 
armed Western Europe in order to keep 
them out of the hands of Russia, American 
workers and unions would support such a 
move.” 


The remedy? For Germany, as for the rest 
of the world threatened by the Russian- 
American power struggle, it is to make itself 
a power vacuum—not to build up war-directed 
industries that would inevitably be treated as 
war potential for capture or destruction by the 
contending powers. 


No American government, says A. J. Muste, 
could induce workers, unions and Church 
people to engage in an attack on a Europe 
truly independent of both power groups seek- 
ing to work out its salvation in liberation from 
the power struggle. 

This pamphlet, like its predecessor in the 
Peace News series, (“The Third Camp” by 
John Banks, Peace News 4d.) outlines the case 
for the grouping of peoples in a genuine camp 
of liberation founded on a policy for the 
creation of a free world. It realises that the 
great encmy of freedom is power and that it 
is impossible to contend with the evils of 
power by building up power. 

It is only possible to win freedom from the 
oppression of power by turning one’s back on 
it and seeking to extend liberation throughout 
the world by devoting the means of power 
(miscalled defence) to freeing the peoples of 
the world from poverty and enabling them to 
conduct their own affairs released from the 
domination of those who use them to satisfy 
a sense of power. 

This pamphlet sets out a programme of 
action based on such a conception. J.A.S. 


A 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


to make it as complete a service as 
we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to: 


Friday, December 10 

LONDON, W.C.1t 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St, Peter Scher. ‘Robert 
Owen.’ Central London Gp, PPU. 

LOUGHBOROUGH : 7.30 p.m.; 7 White- 
house Ave. Speakers: Mr. Kapotwe and Mr. 
Silvera. Joint mtg. FoR. PPU. 

SUTTON: 8 p.m.; 7 Worcester 
John Wood on his recent visit to China. 

Saturday, December 11 

CROSBY, LIVERPOOL: 7 p.m.; 17 Eshe 
Rd. North, Blundeilsands. Social cvening and 
Bring and Buy Stall, In aid of PPU, Tickets 
2s. 6d. from Sec. Ellen Dugdale, 6 Brunswick 
Parade, Liverpool 22. PPU. 

HASTINGS: 6 p.m.; Tinkers Dell, Crow- 
hurst Lane, Telham Battle. Christmas Party— 
Mecting. Speaker: Stuart Morris. Minnie 
Pallister introduces. Musical items, games, 
refreshments. Kind invitation of Kenneth and 
Mary Wray. PPU. 


HUUTMANLUYUNVHRUNUAQSVOUYOEGASUUUTEUEOTUUSDUCGUEUADTORTEURTTTORTLGCUE 
Every week! 


SUNDAYS 


HYDE PARK: 3 p.m: 
Action Group. Every Sunday. 
TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Biitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 


WEDNESDAYS 
NOTTINGHAM: 1.15 p.m.; Open-air mtg. 
Old Market Sq. Rev. Donald Pipe and others. 


FoR. PPU. 
THURSDAYS 

LONDON, W.C.1: 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
Junch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted. by clergy and laymen of 
different denominations.~— 

LONDON, W.C.11 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh S:_ Meeting of Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. Every Thursday. PYAG. 


Gdns. 
SoF. 


Pacifist Youth 


PYAG. 


DIARY 


Street) ; nature of event; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary’s address) 


I 
—preferably in that order and style. 


LONDON, N.W.1: 3.30 p.m.; Friends Ho., 
Euston Rd. Conf. on the work of Friendship 
House, (Freundschaftsheim) W. H. Hughes, 
Hon. Sec. Freundschafitsheim Committee. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 3 p.m.; Dick Sheppard 


Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Mtg. of Social Order 
Commission. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7) p.m.; Good Earth 
Restaurant, 144 High Holborn. Veg. Dinner, 


talks, music. Guests: Lyn and Eleanor Harris. 
7s 6d. Friends Veg. Soc. Tickets : Jack Stevens, 
3 Harraden Rd., 8.E.3. SaF. 


Friday-Sunday, December 10-12 
RUGELEY, STAFFS : Spode House. Week- 
end on ‘Christian “Peace and  Pacifism.’’ 
Catholic speakers and Wallace Hancock (SoF). 
30s. for whole conferece, or pro rata reduc- 
tions. Details from Warden. 
Wednesday, December 15 
BRISTOL: 7 p.m.; PPU gathering at home 
of Winifred Peters, 58 Archficld Rd., Cotham. 
PPU 
LONDON, W.C.1! 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Patrick Figgis, 
“Jeremiah, His Importance.’’ Coffee, 9 p.m. 
Area mig. PPU. 
Thursday, December 16 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 


Bush Rd. Bernard Withers, *‘ The Ceniral 
Board for Conscientious Objectors."". PPU. 
LONDON W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 


pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Tom Wardle. ‘*Paci- 
fism and Communism,"? PYAG. 
Friday, December 17 
GLASGOW : 7.45 p.m.; Community Ho. 
Clyde St., 1. Group mig. PPU. 
Saturday, December 18 


PLYMOUTH: 7 p.m.; Swarthmore Hall, 
Mutley Plain. Prof. Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS. 
““ Asia and the Hydrogen Bomb.” Chair: 
Henry Ashton. PPU. FoR. SoF. 

Sunday, December 19 

LONDON, W.111 3.30 p.m.; Studio, 29 
Addison Ave. (Nr, Holland Pk. Stn.). Pacifist 


Universalist Service and Christmas Celebration. 
“* Tidings of Great Ioy"' Discourse by Tom 
Wardle. PPU Religion Commission. 


TERMS 3d. pa word, 
minimum 2s, 6d. (Box No, 6d. extra). Please 
don't send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No, replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication. 


MEETINGS 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Every 
Tuesday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary and 
Scientific Institute, 18 Queen Square, Bath. 


All welcome, 


KING'S WEIGH House Church, Duke St., 
nr. Bond St. Tube, Sunday at 6.30 p.m. The 
Gospel of Peace. Rev. Claud M, Coltman, 
MA, B.Litt, 

WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH? Lecture, 
Sunday, Dec.12, 8 p.m. Wednesdays, 8.30 p.m., 
“Bring Your Questions."" All welcome. Free. 
United Lodge of Theosophists, 62 Queen’s 
Gardens, W.2. (PADdington 0688). 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.S. 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


PERSONAL 
AUBREY BROCKLEHURST, qualified 
watchmaker, offers wide selection of new 
watches with genuine guarantees. Enquiries 
welcomed: articles sent on appro. All types 


of watch, clock, and jewellery repairs. Old 
gold and silver purchased. 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: BUSton 5501, 


“ELIJAH COMING Before Christ,” wonder- 
ful book free. Megiddo Mission, Dept. 13. 
Rochester 19. N.Y. 


REGINALD BAILEY, Naturopath 
psychiatrist. 134 Hoppers Rd., N.21. 
Green 9868. By. appt. 


WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hil! Park, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


and 
Palmers 


EDUCATION 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 
respondence, visit), 5s. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRIimrose 5686. 


BIRTHS 


HUGHES. Twin sons, Selwyn Robert and 
David Emrys, to Cyril and Margaret Hughes, 
Trelystan, Alexandra Park, Penmaenmawr, 
Caernarvonshire, October 27. 


LITERATURE 


FOR YOUR MEETING, Don't forget that 
Housmans can supply all your literature 
requirements and quantitics of Peace News. 
Send a= postcard ta Housmans' Bookshop 
(Peace News), 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


QUAKERISM. Information and_ literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends' Home Service Committec, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


FIRST-CLASS  duplicating/typing. Mabel 
Eyles Secretariat Service, 395 Hornsey Rd., 
N.19, ARC. 1765, Ext. 1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


IF YOU WANT TO HELP PEACE you 
can't do better than give a hand at Peace 
News, Volunteers welcome for daytime work 
and every Wednesday evening. Write, call or 
phone STA. 2262. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4 (above stationers, Fish & 
Cook). Nearest Tube : Finsbury Pk, 


FOR SALE 


HANDWOVEN Tweed Skirts and our gay 
Fairwarp Skirts, to measure, from 75s 6d, as 
shown at Peace News Bazaar, Patterns from 
Fairwarp Weavers, High Halden, Ashford, 
Kent. 


HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. offer 
plain postcards, 2s. 6d. 100; 6 x 34 envelopes, 
white 18s. 6d. 1,000 box: manilla, 10s. 9d. 1,000 
box ; white bank paper, 10 x 8 in., 7s. 6d. 500 
sheets ; Newswrappers, 10 x 5 in., I5s. 1,000, 
1s. 9d. 100; plain economy labels, 44 x 33 in., 
13s. 6d. 1,000, 1s. 6d. 100. All post free. 


Peace News in Canada and the USA 

AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and all parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office, c/o American Friends 
Service Commitiee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 

38, Mass. (mailed on publication day). 
$4 year. $2 six months. 
New readers: 3 months trial, $1. 


9 PEACE NEWS 
FOR 2s. 6d. 


A SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW 


READERS 
For 2s. 6d. the next 9 weekly 
issues of PEACE NEWS are 


posted to you. 
Please send PEACE NEWS for...... 


to the name and address below. 


I enclose Bee erties ates ames 


STANDARD RATES: 


1 year £1 Is. Od. 24 weeks 10s. 
Twelve weeks 5s. 
or order from your newsagent 


PEACE NEWS, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


Page Six 


PEACE NEWS _ December 10, 1954 


SYBIL MORRISON 


Keep faith with democracy'The still small voice 


THE LESSON OF W. DERBY 


@ From Page One 


We must be as firm and determined and as 
persuasive as George Fox was to Oliver Crom- 
well, but with no bitterness. Pacifism like 
patriotism “is not enough.” You know the 
rest of the inscription on the Edith Cavell 
statue near St. Martin-in-the-Fields. 


Faith in Parliament 


How encouraging it was to read in last 
week’s Peace News the letter from Ivan 
Geffen, the prospective Labour candidate for 
Newcastle North, who wrote that our action 
“has almost restored our faith in Members of 
Parliament.” 

Well, it was worth doing if only to get that. 

For, make no mistake about it, faith in 
democracy and in Parliament will dwindle and 
disappear if it just becomes a machine merely 
registering Parliamentary Committee decisions 
arrived at in secret. 

People can become cynical about Parlia- 
ment and MPs (Yes, I know what a lot of 
the rank and file are saying) and if that rot is 
not stopped then it will be bad for the 
Labour Party and for democracy, 

What will i¢ profit an MP ic he keeps the 
Whip but looses his own soul. 


The PYAG Magazine 


NUMBER one of the PYAG Magazine, 
* organ of the Pacifist Youth Action Group, 
has appeared. 


It is as lively as the group producing it and 
an indication of their growth. 


There are 29 members of 
PYAG. Between them they— 


run an open air meeting in Hyde Park; 

hold weekly meetings at Dick Sheppard 

House on Thursdays; 

sell Peace News at Marble Arch and London 

mectings ; 

organise poster parades ; 

maintain contact with other pacifist youth 

groups in Dublin, Manchester, Hull, Brad- 

ford, and Brighouse. 

“Our membership,” writes Ian Dixon in a 
foreword to the magazine, “consists of paci- 
fists who had no focussing point for their 
activity, those who had not studied pacifism 
previously, PPU members and Quakers who 
felt the need for a youth group for vigorous 
campaigning.” 

The magazine gives wide coverage of all 
PYAG activities, has an article by Sybil 
Morrison, a tribunal report, account of a work 
camp and other articles. It is well written 
and as attractively presented as the Peace 
News office duplicator permits. 


the London 


Peacelovers’ gifts that are never out of date 


Peaceful England 
Posteard Catendar 


WITH ENVELOPE 
2s. 9d. @ = anvd. STIFFENER 


Six for 15s., twelve for 27s. 6d., post free 


PEACE DIARY 
FOR 1955 


25s. dozen 
post free 


1s. 8d. @ 


Christmas Cards 


Twenty six well-varied and colourful designs, 
24d, to 5d each, with envelopes,all post free. 


FULL SAMPLE SET for 8s. 
TRIAL PACKET (nine asstd.) 2/6 


scr wee eg es 
All proceeds to the Peace News Fund 
ENDSLEIGH CARDS, 
3 Blackstock Rd. London N.4 


————————— ene 


The Christmas Gift 
for a Peaceful New Year 
SEND THEM 


A Gift Subscription 
PEACE NEWS 


AT LESS THAN HALF THE USUAL RATE 


@ Six month’ supply, commencing with 
December 18, special Christmas Number, 
will be posted to new readers anywhere 
for 5s. only (post free), and a Greeting 
Card sent with the first copy. 


@ Overseas friends will appreciate our 
AIR EXPRESS Edition; special gift rate: 
six months for 10s. including air mail 
postage. 


Send your list of names, addresses and 
greetings accompanied by a remittance to 


Peace News Subscription Dept. 
3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


But there’s more to it than that. The 
Labour Party may have the most wonderful 
organisation, the most efficient electoral 
machine and yet find as we’ve found at W. 
Derby, that at the last moment the folk won't 
come out to vote because they don’t know the 
difference between the parties. 

Yes, there is a difference. 

Of course there is. 


Are we downhearted? No. No. No. 


PACIFIST CONFERENCE 


THEY SENT MESSAGE TO 
NEHRU 


A RESOLUTION to Prime Minister Nehru 
+* of India, expressing the wish that ‘ you 
will be still further blessed with the wisdom, 
power and love that can win the hearts of the 
leaders of the Great Powers” was sent by an 
Area Peace Pledge Union conference meeting 
at St. Ives, Cornwall recently. 

Edith Adlam, a member of the Society of 
Friends, who lived for many years in China 
and the Far East, spoke of the changes which 
had come to China during this century. 

The present government had come to 
power by a popular insurrection, and had the 
enthusiastic support of the vast majority of 
Chinese. At no time could the Chinese Revo- 
dution be regarded as something forced upon 
an unwilling people by outside pressure. 

“ Unfortunately,” she said, “ you will never 
get the Americans to believe this is the case.” 
She quoted the dismissal of Jack Service and 
John Davis to prove this point, stating that 
they had both been dismissed from their 
positions in the American Foreign Service 
because they had reported this truth to their 
government. 

Formosa was the great trouble-spot which 
remained in the Far East, Edith Adlam 
warned. If there was to be peace, there 
must be an armistice in the war between 
Formosa and mainland China. 

Tom Wardle, speaking also from experience 
in the Far East and Africa, discussed the shifts 
of power which had taken place in the world 
in recent times. 

Main power was now polarized between 
Russia and America, but they did not contain 
all the world. There was also an important 
area, comprising a substantial section of the 
world’s population, which did not belong to 
either of the war camps. This was the “ Third 
Camp,” and if there was any hope to be 
expected for the world, it was from. this 
quarter that it would come. 

“Tf there is such a thing as a Third Way 
in the world,” he said, “it will emanate 
from a seat of conscience and not from a 
seat of power.” 

It seemed as if the focus of civilisation had 
moved away from the Western world to Asia- 
Africa; “beyond differences of ideology, 
beyond powers of communication, beyond the 
power of guns, is the driving force of national 
independence.” 

Tom Wardle asked all pacifists to give active 
support to the growing movement to extend 
the Third Camp, whose ideals “are based 
upon a voluntary outgoing of the human spirit 
and not on the enforcement of law by power 
or arms. 


The Catholic who wants 


to be a pacifist 


A CONFERENCE organised by that kindly, 

courageous Dominican, Father Conrad 
Pepler, at Spode House, Hawkesyard this week- 
end has already started a correspondence in the 
Catholic Herald. 

The Conference is to discuss ‘“ Christian 
Peace and the Pacifist.” Catholic Herald 
columnist “ Jotter,” had this to say about it: 

_“T should like to ask the conference to 
discuss this point. Might not Christian 
pacifism be regarded as a kind of vocation 

—a counsel of perfection like poverty and 

chastity? The majority of Catholics are not 

called upon to be pacifists, but some may 
be, in order that the majority should not 
lose their Christian standards altogether 
about war and international relations. This 
suggestion backs a point which I have tried 
to make in the past, namely, that the 

Catholic who wants to be a pacifist is called 

upon to live a Christian life of special 

dedication, not only as regards war but as 
regards other aspects of Christian living.” 

In a letter to the Editor of the Herald a 
writer under the nom-de-plume “ Sinic” urges 
that while the suggestion that Christian paci- 
fism might be regarded as a vocation is very 
wise, “there are obstacles” and continues: 

““Most Christian pacifists already regard 

“Peace as the tranquillity of order’ to mean 

a true humanity, covering not only the 

question of war, but the obliterating of 

racial discrimination; integrity in politics 
and international relationships ; and peaceful 
personal relations. A particular vocation 
means that the individual intends, with 

God's help, to adopt a higher standard than 

his fellow-men; therefore, pacifism as a 

vocation would imply that the non-pacifist 

outlook was a lower standard. This is not 
reconcilable with popular modern theology 
which says that a Catholic pacifist has an 
erroneous conscience. In the last war this 
particular idea was carried into practice, 
stated in books, and, in an official circular ; 
resultingty, coupled with the usual accusa- 
tion of cowardice, the pacifist suffered 
penalisation, ostracism and even persecution. 

“A Catholic pacifist should try to live a 

‘life of special dedication, not only as 

regards war, but as regards other aspects of 

Christian living,’ but the danger might be 

that the qualities expected of him would be 

so demanding that many of his fellow- 

Catholics might resent any of his distinctive 

attainments.” 


A man’s first care should be to avoid the reproaches of his own heart; his 
next to escape the censures of the world. If the latter interferes with the former, 


it ought to be neglected. 


—Joseph Addison, 1712. 


... for why is my liberty judged of another man's conscience? 
—St. Paul’s Epistle to The Corinthians, X. 29. 


TPHE right of conscientious objection to 
compulsory military service is a 

liberty, about which those who are aware 

of its existence are exceedingly proud. 


It is looked upon as symbolic of the British 
conception of treedom, for which pioneers 
have been martyred, and wars have been 
fought and won. 


It is, therefore, interesting to notice that in 
the first conscription Bill in 1916, known as 
the Military Service Act, the conscience clause 
stated that while exemption on conscience 
grounds may take the form of an exemption 
from combatant service only, it could also “ be 
conditional on the applicant being engaged on 
some work which in the opinion of the 
Tribunal is of national importance,” whereas 
in the present National Service Act this second 
part has given place to : “the condition being 
that he must until the end of the period (at 
present two years) undertake work specified 
by the Tribunal of a civil character under 
civilian control.” 

It may well be that there is many a young 
man who might feel that it was right to under- 
take some work of importance to his country 
as a condition of his exemption from training 
in the “arts” of war, but it is a rather 


DONALD SOPER 


(] FROM PAGE ONE 


all that is good in that country and eradicate 
all that is evil, and follow the steps of Him 
who said: ‘It is the Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the Kingdom.’ 


““May God bless the Russian people and the 
Americans and the English, and may Christ- 
mastime bring us nearer to the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” 


Too cold in Red Square 


In a Press conference last week, held 
immediately after his return, Dr. Soper spoke 
of his findings in Russia. He did not discover 
one Christian who was dissatisfied with the 
regime, nor ‘‘any priest who thought there 
was any difference between the Soviet con- 
stitution and the eternal law.” 


As a result he had come to the conclusion 
that what Russia needed was a prophet—a John 
Wesley—if there were to be a religious revival. 

However, he had, he said, ‘a strengthened 
belief that every Christian should whole- 
heartedly support a very great deal of what, 
in fact, Russia is doing . . . in many respects 
the State is doing Christian work.” 

In intellectual matters, the most serious 
thing “is that here you have a community 
which believes it is making up its own mind, 
but is making up its mind on doctored 
evidence.” 


Dr. Soper reported that he was not allowed 
to broadcast, and when he asked permission to 
hold his proposed open-air meeting in Red 
Square, received the reply: ‘It’s too cold!” 


The only acrimonious incident he had to tell 
about was the occasion when he met the 
Partisans of Peace. They were, apparently, 
anything but pacifist. When he asked if there 
were any pacifists in Russia, he was told there 
were none. 


In the churches, he noticed, older worship- 
pers predominated, but he was told that more 
young people were beginning to attend because 
of the churches’ emphasis on peace. 


Dr. Soper said that he still held to his views 
that he would rather face Communism in 
England than a third world war. If the 
Russians invaded England, he would oppose 
Communism by Christian methods, but he had 
seen “not a bit of evidence that the Russians 
are going to invade us.” 


WORLD REFERENDUM 


% From page one 


as an irrevocable mandate which no statesman 
can afford to ignore. I belicve that in terms of 
political effect the world referendum will prove 
more powerful than the H-bomb.” ; 

Letters of support and positive interest in 
the referendum have come from Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Dr. Ralph Bunche, Senator Estes 
Kefauver in the USA. From France support 
comes from Jean Didisheim, member of the 
Chamber of Deputies and in Britain from 
Lord Boyd Orr. It is supported by the United 
Nations Associations of Australia, Italy, Israel, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Denmark, India and 
Poland. 

Supporting a pilot poll in Hampstead 
(England), where a committee has been set up 
to organise it under the chairmanship of the 
well-known Liberal, Louis de Pinna, are the 
research students’ association of the London 
School of Economics and the Crusade for 
World Government. Offices are at 10 Hand 
Court, W.C.1. 

Well-known American peace worker, Mary 
Maverick Lloyd, who directs the International 
Registry of World Citizens from Paris, has 
left France to organise pilot projects in the 
USA. In New York State plans for this are 
already being pushed forward by the writer 
Laurence Ashkins, 190 Ashland Avenue, 
Buffalo 22, NY. 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


different matter to be obliged to accept work 
under orders from the Tribunal which is of 
no importance whatever to the nation, may 
even be anti-social, and has nothing whatever 
to do with his chosen career. 


It is in fact, by implication, a kind of 
foolish “ tit-for-tat,” based on the assumption 
that because the conscript is forced to spend 
two years in the Services, the conscientious 
objector must also be penalised for two years, 
as though he had committed some offence. 


The young man facing the Tribunal today 
is three years younger than the youngest con- 
scientious objector in the first world war, 
who, refused his claim for unconditional ex- 
emption, suffered either imprisonment for “the 
duration” and beyond, or was forcibly taken 
to the fighting front, threatened with execu- 
tion, and punished by methods that seem to 
belong to the Hitler regime. 

The conscientious objector today is not 
subject to such dire penalties even in war, and 
because at present he pleads his objection in 
so-called peacetime, and not in the emotional 
and patriotic atmosphere of war, he finds the 
argument for total exemption more difficult 
to state to the Tribunal. 


Yet, the basic position is not altered by the 
fact that there is no war; conscription in all 
its aspects, with all its allowances for con- 
science, is part of the preparation for war, and 
it is against war that the conscientious objector 
takes his stand. 


» 


which means the violation of the 
fundamental right of the human being to live ; 
war, which means the burning and blinding 
and maiming of children, women, invalids and 
old people as well as the men serving in the 
forces; war, which means the fostering of 
hatred and ridiculing of love ; the repudiation 
of truth and the glorification of lying propa- 
ganda; war, which today means desolation 
and destruction for the whole human race; 
this is the lie in the very soul of man which 
makes the pacifist refuse his consent to it. 

To accept, as an alternative to the actual 
combatant duties, work in a food shop, a 
hospital, on the land or in the building trade, 
may seem innocuous enough ; but it is in fact 
to concede to the Government the right not 
only to judge of another man's conscience, but 
to direct what he shall do with his life. It is 
the tragic acceptance of conscription as part 
of our national way of life that makes it 
possible for a so-called democratic Govern- 
ment to enforce such a law with impunity. 

Compulsion to work in a hospital, in a 
butcher's shop, to build palaces or air-raid 
shelters, to fell trees or milk cows is in fact 
conscription, however nicely it is wrapped up 
and labelled “alternative service”; just as 
compulsion to military service is preparation 
for war however nicely it is disguised under 
the label of “ national service.” 


Hospitals and shops will not be understaffed, 
farms and builders will not want for workers, 
if no single conscientious objector accepts 
these puerile conditions in exchange for his 
undoubted right of exemption from military 
service. 

Conscience has been called “the still small 
voice”; it is the faculty with which man 
distinguishes between right and wrong, and no 
other man can hear that voice, or make a 
judgment upon what it says. 

To refuse to do what the conscience says is 
wrong in this question of conscription is to 
set a limit to what the State may demand from 
its citizens, and it is a limit which needs to be 
most vigilantly guarded if individual freedom 
is to survive, 


War, 


FOOD 
FOR THE GOLDEN AGE 


By Frank Wilson 21/- 


for all who feel concern about threatened world food 
shortage and the increasing deficiency diseases of this 
age. The author is a biologist with personal experi- 
ence of the influence of food on kealth, of soil erosion 
and composting, and deficiency diseases. ‘‘A book that 
will rapidly find its place on vegetarian bookshelves 
and together with Henry Baily Stevens’ Recovery of 
Culture make an_ excellent two-volume vegetarian 
library."" From The International Vegetarian Union's 
News Bulletin. 


THE RECOVERY 
OF CULTURE 


By Henry Bailey Stevens 21/- 


Demonstrates the course of human life from its pre- 
human manifestations and the diverse phenomenon of 
the complicatiois and inevitable results of man leaving 
his garden culture and becoming a flesh-eating and war- 
making animal. Gerald Heard in his foreword recom- 
mends this book to all advocates of non-violence. 


EAT NATURE’S FOOD 
AND LIVE LONG 


By Dr. Josiah Oldfield 7/6 


The prevention of iliness and the cure of disease by 
right dieting and right fasting. 


THE KINGDOM 
BEYOND THE EYES 


By Mark Everley 10/6 


A presentation of the philosophy of the one-ness of 
life—compassion for the exploited creatures and tolera- 
tion for human frailties, 
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